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Women Who Made a Difference
B.osa ?arQ.s

Rosa Parks sata, het decision not to
give ap her seat on the bus as an
opportwily being given to her.

were ... I knew there was a possibility ofbeing mistreated,
but an opportunity was being given to me..."

When told that the bus driver would have her anested.
she said, "You may do that." The polic€ were called and
she was driven toja;I, fingerprinted and put in a cell. A
white woman integrationistjoined the president ofthe
Montgomery NAACP chapter, where she served as
secretary, to pay her $100 bail. Despite her husband,s fear
that she would be killed, Rosa agreed to an attempt to b.eak
down segregation with her case.

Four days later sbe was found guilty ofdisorderly conduct
and the Montgomery bus boycott began. Black cab compa-
niesjoined 150 vehicles, including station wagons financ€d
by supporters from around the countty, transporting 40,000

people every day at 32 pickup sites, almost around the
clock. Black people used these altematives orjust
walked to work. Because 70 percent of the peopl€
riding busses were African American, the bus company

lost money.
The 381-day Montgomery Bus

Boycott ended when the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled in November
of 1956 that segregation ofbus
service was unconstitutional. The
city was serv€d with papers and
the next day Rosa boarded a bus,
and for the first lime was allowed
to sit in any unoccupied seat.

n Dec. 1,1955, a 42-year-old Alrican American
seaftstress engaged in a simple act ofcivil

disobedience that launched a pivotal event in the
cjvil rights movement. The quiet courageous act ofRosa
Parks changed the country and
redirected the course of history

On her way home from work,
Rosa was asked to move to another
row on the bus and give her seat to
a white man. She said she would
have given up her seat to child or
elderly person, but when othe$ in
the row moved, Rosa did not.

"All I felt was tired," Parks recalls
in het 1995 book, Quiet Strength.
"Tired ofbeing pushed around. Tired
of seeing the bad treatment and
disrespect ofchildren, women and
men just because ofthe color of
theirskin."

"No," she said, in spite ofa state
law saying that you had to move
when the dr;ver told you to,"l kept
thinkingabout my mother and my
grandparents and how strong they

Her family was harassed and
threatened. In 1957, she moved
along with her mother and hus-
band to Detroit where her brother
Sylvester lived.

Rosa Louise was bom Feb. 4,
1913, in Tuskegeq Alabama, to

ut she had lost her
seamstress job and
was unable to find work.

James and Leona Mccauley. They moved to live with
her matemal gmndparents when Rosa was two. Her
mother, a school teacher, taught Rosa at home until she
was I L Th€n Rosa moved to Montgomery to live with
her aunt. She enrolled in a private school, the Mont-
gomery Industrial School for Girls, where she clean€d
classrooms to pay her tuition. Later she attended
Booker T. Washington High School but had to leave to
take care of her sicl morher and do lhe cleaning.
cooking and shopping for the farnily.

When Rosa was 20, she marri€d Raymond Parks.
Raymond was self-taught and supported his wife's
desire to retum to school in 1934 to eam her high
schooldioloma
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A ?ersonaf?ersyectiye

ff n" noru uno Kaymono Parks rnsrrure ror sert Deveropmenr rs a

, fifiing chapler in a lile made famous b] a simple. self-respecling

- 
act. Co-founded by the pelile woman who touched olT a cilil righls

firestorm, the institute seeks to instill the hallmarks ofRosa Parks'legacy:
history, self-discipline and quiet strength.

In 1987, Mrs. Parks and I, a longtime friend of hers, created the insti-
tute to honor Mrs. Parks'late husband, Raymond, who died in 1977.
Today, the institute is intemationally known for its Pathways to Freedom,
a pro$am for young people that traces the physical and philosophical path
ofthe civil rights movement. About 150 young people from around the
world panicipare in Parh\aays each summer.

The pueose ofth€ institute is to motivate and direct youth not targ€ted
by other programs to achieve their highest potential. Young psrticipants,
ages I I to 17, meet with Mrs. Parks and other national leaders. Those
who take the annual bus joumey follow aspects ofcivil rights history, from
the Underground Railroad to the Freedom Riders.

"lt's a research progmm," says Anita Peek, executive director of the
institute. "The bus trip is part ofthe research. We focus on a different
pathway each year. One year it was the Buffalo Soldjers."

Today, the institute has chapters in several places, including Alabam4
Arimna, Califomia, Canada, Georgia, Michigan, Mississippi, New York
and Tennessee. In metro Detroit, institute programs are held in a variety
of locations, including Mrs. Parks former home on Detroit's west sidq the Dehoit and Highland
Park YWCAS, the William Walker Recreation Center and area churches.

Although not all institute participants join the surnmer Pathways to Fre€dom trip, institute classes
axe considered preparation for the ride. Programs are positive, emphasizing substance abuse
prevention, etiquette, nutrition, banking skills, life skills and reading comprehension. Another
progam enlists young people to teach computer skills to senior citizens.

"A lot oftimes, young people don't have patience for seniors or vice vena, " Ms. peek says.
"But they're patient when they have a task." Ultimately, all ofthe institute's programs are designed
to endow young people with the skills necessary to work for the cause of human rights.

The institute is a nonprofit organization and its programs are open to all children- The address of
the Detroit office of the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development is 65 Cadillac
Square, Suite 2200, Detroil, Ml 48226.
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The Troy State University Montgomery
Rosa Parks Library and Museum

The Rosa Parks Library and Museum gives vis;tors an opportunity to leam about the event that
began the famous Montgomery bus boycott. Where once only a marker and an abandoned
building existed, a state-ofthe-art inteEctive museum now stands. A major landmark in the
revitalization ofdowntown Montgomery, the museum was built on the site ofthe old Empir€
Theatre where Rosa Parks made her historic stand in 1955. The interpretive museum, with a lO3
s€at auditorium, occupies the first floor ofa three-story, 55,000 square foot building that also
hous€s the TSUM Library. Exhibits tell ofthe courage ofearly civil rights activists and include a
restored 1955 station wagon, a replica ofthe bus on which Mrs. Parks was sitting that day, and
historical documents loaned ftom tle city. For tours, call (334) 241-8661. A librarian on duiy ar
The Troy State University Montgomery Library assists pahons with research and reference
needs at 251 Montgomery St, Montgomery, AL 36104. Email: library@tsum.€du.
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Women Who Made a Difference
Rasa. ?arks

continued from page I

arks took ajob as a seamstress at a Mont- civil rights movement," said Pa*s, "and I would like to
gomery departrnent storc and becarne a sec more exposuro and get lheir intcrest, but I think it

memb€r of the National Association for the shouldjust be history, period, and not ihinking in terms
Advancem€nt of Color€d Pmple (NAACP). Shc also ofonly Black History Month." She is firm in hcr belief
joined the Vobers laague and helped African American that enough people will have the courage and d€dica-
citizens pass t€sts that had been set up !o makc it tion io make the country better than it is.
difficult for th€m to vote. Prior to her aresl. Pa*s had "Four decades later I am still unconfortable with the
tri€d io vote several times when it was nearly impossible credit given to me for starting the bus boycott," Parks
and had experienced run-ins with olher bus drivers. wro0e in her book, Orter Srrengrl." I would like people

"l didn't want to pay my fare and then go mound to to know I was not the only person involved. I was just
the back door, b€cause many times, even if you did that, one of many who fought for lieedom."
you mighf not get on the bus at all," said Parks- In 1994, Pa*s was attacked outside of her home by

In 1965 she joined the staff of U. S. Representative a man who wanted monq fiom her. "l pray for this
John Conyers of Michigan and worked there until her young man and thc conditions in our country tiat hav€
retirement in 1988. Parks has traveled the country made him this way," shc later wrote. Despite the
extensively, lechrring on civil rights. She has actively violence and crime in our society, we should not let fear
fought racial injustice, standing up for what she believes overwhelrn us. We must remain strong."
in and shoing her message with others.

Tbrough rlri Rosa anrl Ra].rnond Parks Institute fo r I'hotos for article pro ded bv the RoM Park Museun

Self-Dcvclopmmt, a nonprofit organization she co-
founded with Elaine Steele in 1987, she works with
young people to help them achieve their full potential.
The institute has a program called Pathways to Freedom
for children ages I l-18. The children ffavel across t]e
country tracing the Underground Railroad and visiting
the scenes of critical events in the civil rights movement.
"Mrs. Parks is a role model lhat these students look up
to, and tley feel very honored and privileged to be in her
company- And she's very gracious to accompany the
students to these activities," said Steele.

Rosa Parks has been called "Mother ofthe Civil
Rights Movemenf' for her rolc in the long struggl€
against segregation. In April 1998, shc attcnded the
groundbreaking ceremonics for thc Troy Statc University
Montgomory Rosa Parks Library and Museum located
on the spot she was afi€st€d more than 40 years ago.

"We still have a long way to go in improving thc race
relations in this country ... We don't have enough young
people who are concemed and who ar€ exposed to th€

John Lewis of Congress from the state of Georgia and
author of Walking With the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement,

will be the speaker on the evening of May 17
sponsored by the Brown v. Board 50th Anniversary Coalition.

Watch for more information from The Brown Foundation at
b rownvboard.o rq .

Rosa Parks ttith Wticipants ofPathwdys to Fteedom at
the Rosa and Ratnond Pa&s lnstittte in Montgomery.
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Women who
made a

differenc€.,,
More than a decade as leader of fndia:
Infira Qhandi

"I suppose leadenhip at one

time meant mascles; but

toda! it means gelting along

wirh people."

ndim Gandhi (1917-1984) was the only child of
Kamla and Jawaharlal Nehru. A childhood photo-
gmph shows her sitting by the bedside ofMahatma

Gandhi. Though she was not active in his struggle, she had
the opportunity to know many political leaders.

Shejoined the Congress Party in 1938 and wasjailed by
the British for her support of India's independenc€ from
Great Britain. After India's independence, her father, a
widower, becarne Prime Minister. Indira Gandhi managed
his oflicial residence and went with him on foreign trips.

After her father's death, she was elected to Parliament
in 1966. When the Prime Minister died unexp€ctedly,
Indira Gandhi was picked as a compromise candidate.
Some thought she could be easily manipulated, but she
showed her political skills, pushing others out ofpower.

As Prime Minister from 1966-77, she was popular after
India's victory in the war against Pakistan. She was seen
as a tough political leader when lndia exploded a nuclear
device in l9?4. Howevet therc werc angy demonstra-
tions against inflation, the poor economy and conuption.
She was found guilty ofillegal campaign practic€s in 1975,
and some demanded her resignation.

Gandhi r€sponded by d€claring a state of emergency,
imprisoning foes and censoring the press. ln 1 977, she
called for new elections, but was defeated by a coalition
of several political parties. Expell€d iiom Parliament, she
reorganized her party and was re-elected as Prime
Minister thrce years later.

In her second term fiom 1980-84, Indira candhi ordered
an assault which damag€d a sacred Sikh temple where
armed terrorjsts were waging a campaign against the
govemment. [n 1984, she was assassinated by two of her
own Siki bodyguards. At her death, her son Rajiv was
swom in ,s Prime Minister-

3 term "Iron Lady" of England:
Jvlargaret Tftatcfter

"If lou just sel oal to be liked,

you would be prepared to com-

ptumise on anJthing at an! time,

and you woald achieve nothing."

A 5lrong-willed child, Margarq Tharcher was

1Ll bom in Iq25 in Lincolnshire. England. She was
r/ Lthe daughter of grocer and a dLsmaker. Her
father was active in politics as an alderman and mayor.

After eaming a degree in natural science and a master
of arts from Oxford in 1950, she work€d as a research
chemist, reading for the Bar in her spare time. In 1954,
she started practice as a barrister, specializing in taxation.
She losl two parliamenrary elecrions before marrying
Denis Thatcher in 195 i .

In 1959 she won a seat in the House ofCommons.
Thatcher was secretaty fot pensions and insurance fiom
l96l -64. While her party was in opposition, she was a
spokesperson and a member of the Shadow Cabinet. In
the 70s, she was minister of Education and Science. One
newspaper named het lhe mosl unpopular woman in
Britain, but she continued to rise in politics, b€coming
leader of the Conservative party in 1975.

When the Conservativ€s retumed to power, she
became a prily counsellor and a spokesperson, first on
the environment and laler on fieasury matters, Following
the succ€ss ofthe Conservatjves in 1979, Thatcher
became the first woman to be elected Pime Minister of
Great Britain. She is the fint Prime Minister ofth€ 20th
cenfury to serve three cons@utive tems, She eamed the
nickname "The Iron Lady" because of her hard line
against the USSR over their invasion of Afghanistan, and
against Argentina when they challenged Britain's right to
the Falkland lslands. ln 1990 she resigned as prime
minister, although she stayed in Parliament until 1992.

Mrs. Thatcher has w'itte't The D ning Steet yeats
Md me Path to Po\)er. She has a twin son and daugh-
ter. Libby Hughes has wriften a book about her for young

^d\tlts 
efiilld Madam Prime Minister: A Biogaplry of

Margarct Thatcher.

See Web sites about these
and other women leaders

listed on page 5,



Page 5 The Brown Olanerly

...as leaders Elected leader under house arrest:
Aung Sen Suu 3{yiof their

nations
znd Philippine woman president:
Q foria n4acayagaf-Arroy o

fJ) tilippine lreslaenr. cloria Macapagal-Arro) o.

t- $as elecled Senalor during her firsr rry in
.4 politics in 19q2. She was re-elected in 1945,

authored 55 economic and social rcform laws and was
named outstanding Senator several times,

Elected vice president in 1998, she was swom in as the
14th president ofthe Philippines in 2001, the second
woman to be swept into power by a peaceful movement
(see Corazon Aquino). Bom in 1947, Arroyo was valedic-
torian of her convent high school class and attended
college in the United States. Back home, she graduated
magna cum laude with a B.S. in Commerce. After eaming
her Ph.D,, she was a professor and lecturer in Economics.

Aroyo entered govemnent service in the Department
olTrade and lndustry during lhe Aquino Adminiqtration
and rose to Undersecretary of Trade and lndustry. While
vice president, she was concurrent Secretary of Social
Welfare and Development. She is married to lawyer-
businessman Jose Miguel Amoyo and has three childr€n.

Pakistan leader ousted in 7997:
tsenazir tshutto

om in 1953, Benazir Bhutto graduated from
Radcliffe and studied politics and e€onomics in

..G/ England. When she retumed home in 1977, her
fathe/s election as Prime Minister was challenged. Citing
demonstrations and civil disorder, the military took power.
Her father was executed by Gen. Zias military govem-
ment. She was detained, then allowed 10 leave Pakistan.

When a brother died mysteriously, Bhutto took part in
anti-govemment rallies, was arrested and released. Upon
receiving a tumultuous public welcome, she demand€d that
Zia step down. Elected co-chair ofthe Pakistan People's
Party (PPP), she was re-arrested but later released.

Bhutto was €lect€d prime minister in 1988, the first
woman leader ofan Islamic (Muslim) muntry. She
wanted to retum Pakistan to civilian rule and oust her
fathe/s enemies. ln 1996 she had several rival leaders
arrested during demonstrations. When her husband, a
cabinet member, was accused of taking govemment
bribes, her govemment was charged with corruption and
dismissed. She was defeated in national elections in 1997-

AwnE^\aha Sao Chae

" Fear of losing powet cottupls

those who wield it and feat of
lhe scourge o.f powet conupts

those vho drc subjecl to it..,"

/n laql rhe Nobel Peace Priue uas awarded to

t Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma tMyanmart ro

- 
recogni/e her struggle lor democrac). human righls

and ethnic conciliation by peaceful means- Held und€r
house arrest by Myanmar's military dictatonhip, Suu Kyi
was unable to accept the award and was represented at
the ceremony by her husband and t$o cons.

Suu Kyi's father, assassinated when she was only two,
wanted to libemte Burma. Suu Kyi became interested in
Mahatma Candhi's philosophy ofnon-violence when her
mother was ambassador to India,

Suu Kyi worked at the United Nations in New York,
manied a British scholar, spent time in Bhutan, and then in
EnBland. When she manied, she told her husband that the
day might come when her counlry might need her.

When her mother was dying, she retumed to Burma and
witnessed rhe governmenr brurally reprcs5ing an opposi-
lion movement. She becarne the leader ofa political parry
using non-violent m€ans to resist the regim€. With her
Buddhisl faith as th€ foundation for her beli€fs, she knew
she needed to be fearless. Once while campaigning, she
kept walking down the street in spite of a line ofsoldiers
prepared to fire on her. The order was withdrawn.

The 1990 election r€sulted in a clear victory for her
party, but the regime ignored the election results andjailed
its leaders. Put under house arrest, Suu Kyi was to be
released if she Ieft country permanently, but she stayed.

Suu Kyi has been under detention, separated from her
two sons, despite €fforts by the United Nations. Her book,
Freedom from Fear, was published by her husband,
Michael Aris, but she and Aris were not allowed one last
visit when he was dying of cancer.

More than a year ofclosed-door meetings did not end
the deadlock over thejunta's r€fusal to cede power to Suu
Kyi's political party, but many political prisoners were
rel€ased. People believed she might be freed on Jan. 4,
2002,their independence day, but instead the NLD party
again demanded her freedom and a speedy transition to
democracy-

Myanmar has been isolated by much of the intemational
community over its treatment of Suu Kyi and NLD and
sanctions have hurt the country's struggling economy.
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Women Who Made a Difference
Irish women peace activists:
Mairead Corrigan & Betty Williams

Three children were killed by a Irish (IRA)
gunman's car fleeing British soldiers. This
senseless tragedy was a part of the ongoing
violence in Northem lreland between Catholic
and Protestant extremists.

Two women, B€tty Williarns, who came
upon the scene, and Mairead Corrigan, the
aunt of the children, led marches in which
Protestants and Calholics walked togeth€r to
demonstsaUe against r iolence. Mary peoplc in
Northem Ireland recognized that violenc€
would not bring socialjustice, bui Williams and
Corrigan had the courage to take lhe fust step.

At tho presontation of their Nobel Peaa€
Prize in 1976, it was sai4 "In lhe name of
humanity and love of their neighbor; someone
had to start forgiving... [and] shine forth when
hatred and rwenge tkeaten to dominate."

Betty Williams emigrated to the United
States, wher€ she taught and lectured.
Mairead Conigan Maguire continued to carry
the message of non-violgnce to other coun-
tries. Mahng Peace in Northem lrela d is a
book about them for ages 9-12. On the Web,
visit wrl'\r.poots4peace.com.

Madeline Albright - United St{tes
www.theglassceiling.com/biographies/bio4.hftl
Gloria Arroyo - The Philipines
www.kgma. orglspeech-htrnl
S€€ also http://www.wic.org,/bio/caquino.htm
Aung San Suu Kyi - Burma ( Myramar)

Benazir Bhutto - P{kistan
$\i.w.wic.orglbio/idcx bio.htrn
womenshistory.tqn.con/cs,/bhuttc/
Kim Carnpbell - Canada
www.nlc-bnc.cal2/ I 2/index-e.hbrl
lndira Ghandi - India
\i'w$.encyclopedia.con/afi icles/0490t,.htrnl
Barbara Jordan - United States
www.lnstar.con/malytexasinfo/bjordan.hhn
Rosa Parks - United States
time.con/time./time I 00,4rcroes/Fofi le,/parks03.html
Marg8ret Thatcher - England
www-womenshistory.about.com (Notable women)
Mairead Corrigan & Betty Willirms - Ireland
w$w.nobel.se/peace/laureates/
w\dw. alrnaz.corn /nobel/women.htr
Other Sites:
w\r.w. greatwomen,orgl
www.womeninworldhistory.con/
Or use a multi-search engine (like dogpile.com).

Wilma ManKiller - Chief of the Cherokee Nation
By Bruce Glassman

"lfl had another life, I'd spcnd all my time
just on education. I would try to impact thc
kind of information that Americans get every-
day, information about what is essentially
every American's history, the history ofour
native people."

These are thc words of Wilma ManKillcr,
chiefofthe Cherokee Nation. Only a small
group olpeople luo$ ibout thrs$oman. lhrs
small group is so privileged to know her, for
shc is a giant among her people.

Wilrna ManKiller is the first woman to be
chicf of the Cheroke€s. Becoming chief of thc

Cherokees was no easy feat for her. The virtues tiat
she possessed such as dedication and a geat deal of
faith, helped her to win not only the clcction, but the
hearts of the Cherokcc pcople.

Wilma ManKiller has a large responsibility being chief
of thc Chcrokee Nation, but she has also dedicated
hersclf to teaching th€ world about true Native Ameri-
can culture. Much ofher tife has been filled witi
h€lping her psople impror€ theil lives.

Through all hcr illncss, divorce and being frowned
upon as a woman in politics, Wilna ManKiller nev€r
lost hcr focus to makc a bcttcr rvay of life for Native
Amcricans. She is truly a woman of murage and valor.

Nole the .lite6ts relisions oltlE wanzn lea.lers h his isst. - B ddkt. Hntdu, lnusliht, Calnlic, l'tulestaht onrl Nalive Aneti.an.
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A Lesson Plan about Eleanor Roosevelt
al-Kill was a very special place for Eleanor Roosevelt and for anyone who came to visit her. She gained
personal growth and inspiration from the place as well as needed relaxation. Some ol her greatest
accomplishments came in the later years ofher life. The following activities highlight her humanitarian
efforts. For arlicles about Eleanor Roosevelt and Val-Kill, see the following web site:

Activity 1r My Day
Almost every day for more than 25 years, Eleanor Roosevelt wrote a newspaper column she called ..My Day."

The column was started in 1936 to give readers a view of what a First Lady does during her day at the White
House or wherever she may be traveling. Roosevelt wrote her column Sunday through Friday so every newspaper
reader in the United States knew what she was doing or thinking on particular days.

Have students ke€p a personaljoumal every day for two weeks. Have lhem reflect on their place in the commu-
nity and the world, and think about how much oftheir time is spent in community service or personal $owth. At
the end ofthe two week, have volunte€r students share their thoughts with the class. Then ask the ciass to
compare their own activities and thoughts about the world with what they have leamed about Eleanor Roosevelt.

Remind students that Roosevelt did not begin her column until she was in her forties. Ask ifthat would explain
important differences between her thoughts and those ofthe students. Also, mention that Roosevelt knew she was
writing for publication. How might that knowledge affect a person,s writing?

Activity 2: The Declaration of Human Rights
Review with students the function ofthe United Nations. Then hold a classroom discussion in which students

compare their lists ofsimilarities and differences between the Declaration of Human Rights and the Bill of Rights.
Now ask students to consider writing their own Declaration ofHuman Rights for their class or or school. you

might wish to break the class into gmups to work on specific sections ofthe document. When the document is
compleie, have students provide copies to other classes, the student council and the administration.

lfthe document provokes controversy, have students discuss why and debate suggestions for change. Note that
there were long, hard-fought arguments over both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the U.S. Bill of
Rights. In the end, it was the resolution ofthose arguments that prcduced unparallel€d human rights statements.

Activity 3: Local Volunteer Organizations
Eleanor Roosevelt volunteered much of her time to helping others, ;ncluding hosting an annual picnic for school

children. Most communities have volunteer organizations or chapters ofnational organiz tions that help people in
ne€d. Ask students to make a list ofthe volunteer groups and programs in their community that are d€dicated to
helping others (Meals on Wheels, Big Brother/Sister programs, church groups, shelters, nursing home visitors).
working in small groups, ask students to choose one organization or program and write an essay to share with the
whole class. lfthe school has a community service program, ask students to consider volunteering their time_

Essays should describel
. Purpose ofthe organization

. How, when, and why it was founded

. Who started it, an individual or group

. Membership

. Facilities used

. Benefits to the community

"I |hink Decenber sth is an important date for all of s in the
U.S. to remember. The b s protest carrieil on by the coloreil
people of Montqomery, Alabama, without violence. has been
one of the most remarkable achierements of people fighting
for their own rights but doing so without bloohhed and with
the most remarkable restraint and discipline, that we have
ever witnessed in this country. It is sonething all ofus sho td
be extrenely proud offor its achiewment b, Americans which
has rarely before been seen." - Eleanor Rmsevelr

See the National Parks Serivce "Links to the Past" site at http://www.cr.nps.gov/
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Atbright
Forrner

Secretary
of Stat€

arbara Jordal's father was a Baptist minister who insisted that sho get good grades.

She was not allowed to go to dances or movies. Like her motheq she was a gifted
speakor. When a black woman laqyer spoke at her school, she decided to be a lauyer.

Jordan studied political science and history, led her university debate team and gladuated magna
curn laude. lrr 1959, she eaned a law deg.ee in Boston and first practiced law Fom hor paront's
dining room table in Houston. She also worked for ajudge and bccame an active Democrat.

Jordan ran twice for the Texas House of Representativos and lost. She was elected as the fmt
black woman to th€ Texas Senate by a huge majority in 1966. Jordan supported the state's first
minimum wage law. In 1972, Jordan won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. On the
Judiciary Corfinittee, she was at the center of President Nixon's impeachment proceedings.

In 1973, Jordan was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. She began using a wheelchair, but said it
was not the reason for not seeking a fourth term in 1978- She was the first black woman to give a
ketrote speerh at a party convention. In 1979, she became a professor at the University of Texas
where her cotFses w€re extremely popular with students. She died in 1996 at age 59.

Look for the Web sites about womeh leaders listed on page 6:

fter a unanimous vote in the U.S. Senate, Madelein€ Korbel Alb.ight becarne the
64th Secr€tary of State in 1997. The first wornan to l6ad the State Deparhnent,
sh€ was the highest ranking woman in the history of the U.S. gov€mment-

Albright earlier served as the U.S. Represeniative to the Unit€d Nations and as a membor
of the Presidenfs Cabinet and National S€curity Council. Before that, she was at the non-
profit Center for National Policy, promoting the study of domestic and intemational issu€s.

At Georgetown University, she taught intemational relations and directed programs to
cnhance womsn's intematioMl opportunities- Albright won a fellowship at the Woodrow
Wilson Inlemational Center for Scholars at the Smithsonian in 1981. Irl the competition, she
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University, the Russian Institute at Columbia University, and eamed her Masters and Ph.D.
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