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Revisiting Our Past

Brown v. Board of Education
he United States Constitution guarant€€s liberty and
equal opportunity to the p€ople of the United
States. Histodcally,

however, these limdamental
rights have not always been

Fovided as pledged. Our
system ofeducation is one such
example.

From the earliest times in U.S.
history, the educational system
mandat€d sepa€te schools for
children based solely on race. In
many instances, the schools for
African American children were
substandard faciliti€s with out-of-
date textbooks and insufficient
supplies. Court cases against
segregated schools have b€en
documented as far back as 1849.

In 1861 a civil war was fought
dividing the counhy and deter-
mining who should rcceive full
rights and privileg€s under the U.S.
Constitution. This conflict cen-
tered around the status ofpeople of
African d€scent who had been
brcught to these shores as slave
labor. Those who would end the
practice of slavery prevailed. Still,
after the end ofthe Civil war in
1E65, the inclusion ofAfrican
Arnericans as full citizens rcquired
amending the U.S. Constitution.

series was the 1 sth amendment, mtified in 1 870, that
affirmed lhat the right of U.S. citizens to vote carmot

be denied or abridged on
account of ruc,e.

In spite ofthe mandates
outlined in ihe newly amended
U.S. Constitution, freedom
and equal rights werc not
readily bestowed upon African
Americans. Throughout this
history, education was with-
held ftom people of Afiic€n
descent, In some states it was
against the law for this seg-
ment ofthe population to leam
to read and write. Tremen-
dous disappointment and
disillusionment stirred African
American people to continue
to challenge this system of
segegation.
ln the frst documented school

case, Roberts vs. City of Boston,
1819, the courts denied Ben-
jamin Roberts and other African
American parcnts the right to
effoll their childrcn in certain
Boston public schools. How-
ever, in I E55 the Massachusetts
legislature banned racial segrega-

tion. Then in 1896, in the c{se
of Plessy v. Fereuson, the United

The Bnpn u- Boad 50th Anniversary
Codition vas established rtk yeff to

commernorale lhe conwrEence in 2(n1
ofseretul luning poinas in Kansos

history, including ,he 150th onniee$aty
ofTeftiaoiat litusas and ahe Ciry of
Tope*a and the 200th Mnive^ary of
the Levb andcla Expedition

As a result, the Civil War was followed by three crucial
amendments to ihe constitution. The enachnent ofthe
l3th amendment ratified in 1865, abolished slavery; the
14th arnendment ratified in 1868, conferred citizenship on
the formerly enslaved people of African d€scent and
bestowed equal protection unde. the law. The last in this

States Supreme Court declared it law that "sepa$te"
but "equal" facilities be provided for African Amoi-
cans. This landmark case from Louisiana necessitated
separate dining facilities, rest rooms, transportation,
accommodations and morc, including public education.

continued on page 4
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A Personal Perspective
he thoughts shar€d in this arlicle regardilrg Broun v. the Board of
Education come fiolJ], the vantage point of community and familial
relationships. It is grati&ing to knovr that the impending opening

of tl]F- Brota,n v. Board of Edncatio, National Historic Site will ultimately
educate the public about this history. The Brown decision is named for sn
Afiican American man, who in 1950, along with his wifg was a young
parent only thirty-two years old. Although his participation was almost
coincidental, the fact remains that it is his name that is aftached to what is

said to be one of the most pivotal events in U.S. history. The unknowing
icon was my father. My biography begins simply, "One of the three
children ofthe late Reverend Oliver L. Bmwn, namesake ofthe historic
Brown decision. . ."

Because of my personal r€lationship to this history, I have the luxury of
being more emotional in my reflections and less analltical. Let me begin
by cla.rirying any misnomer that the B/or', case was dinnertime conve6a-
tion in our home. It was not. My father died in 1961, ten years after this
suit was filed; seven years after the U.S. Supreme Court's decision and

before the media sophistication of court TV. My mother, sist€rs and I had

to become students ofBrown just like the rest ofthe country, in order to
lesm and understand what took place and why. Having pored ove. historic
documents, photos and published works, there is no question in my mind
that this court decision affected the everyday lives of each citizen.

f T 7 e are excited about the work ahead to conve( the old Monroe School building into a

\/f/ rtute ot rtr. un interpretive visitors centers. This school has exist€d on the comer of l5d
V Y and Monroe Streels in various incamalions since 1868. For decades il was a companion

to the four segrcgated schools in Topeka serving the African American community. The cunent
structure holds significance for ofi family because in 1926 when it was new, my mother began her
formai education behind its walls. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, my sisters began their formal
education in its classrcoms. In the late 1960s, my sister's children were students there. -Finally, our
legacy with this building ended when, in 1972, I began my caree. in education as a sixth gmde

teacher at Monroe Elementary School.
This old building has been part off our family for three generations- [t was a labor of love to

have worked with Con$€ss and the U.S. Department ofthe lnterior in creating a place that would
stand in tribute to the triumph ofthe human spirit, when the NAACP decided that citizens would
not be denied their basic constitutional rights. When the high court spoke on May 17, 1954 it
changed all ofus for the better. On February 28, 2001, we will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
the fiing of Brown y. the Boatd of Education.

Th€ Brown
Foundation is
pl€ased to
publish this

through which

avaihble from
nrtional parks

Estahlished to
mairtaitr tbe
lcgrcy of th€

ourorganiza-
tion plays an
exciting rol€ Bs

a park plrtner.
In 1990 l]ve wer€

dcveloping

National
Historic Site in
Top€kr,

hope yoo enjoy

Quu.le r ^tdweeagerly

Cheryl Bmen

f,ditor/Design:

Mriline Support:

Chelsey Smilh

Brown v.
Board

Revrlsfed

by
Cheryl Brown

Hendelson

f,aecutive Dircctor

Thank you
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Brown v. Board of Education
National Historic Site

n October 26, 1992, the Bro|9n v. the Board of
ddrcatro, National Historic Site Act was signed
in to law. Public l.aw 102-525 established the

mntext for a permanent cornmemorative site for this
landrnark U.S. Supreme Court decision. The national
historic site includes the i920s Monroe Elementary
School building and its adjacent grounds- During the
,/o1,ll era, this school was one offour segregated
elementary schools aflended by African American
childrcn in Topeka. ln 1993 the National Park Service
acquired the property adding this site to the more than
375 National Parks in the United States. Kansas now has
five national parks: Ft. Scott, Ft. Lamo4 Tall Grass
Praiie, Brown v. Board of Education and Nicodemus.

The purposes for this national historic site are: 1) To
preserve, protect, and interpret for the benefrt and
enjoyment ofpresent and future generations, the plac€s
that contributed materially to the landmark U.S. Su-
preme Court decision that brought an end to segregation
in public education. 2) To interpret the integal role of
Brown v. Boanl of Educatio, in the civil rights move-
ment. 3) To assist in the preseffation and interprctation

ofrelat€d resources in Topeka that further the under-
standing ofthe civil rights movernent.

The national historic site is a place where concepts
related to civil dghts and equality will be effectively
comunicated to all people regardless of age, ethni
city or backgound; where people will be educated,
inspird provoked and challenged; and where people
unde$tand how the historic Supreme Court decision
has affected their everyday lives.

AmM I Aoo Nononal Hieoric Sita. Topeto, Xohsos

Charles Hamilton Houston

harles Hamilton Houston, bom in Washington,
D.C. in 1895, was the first Afiican American
to eam a Harvard law dege€ and serve as editor

of the Ha tard Law Revis)r. After eaming his doctorate
in civil Iaw in Madrid, he practic€d law wirh his father ar
the Washington D.C. firm ofHouston and Houston and
served on the faculty and as vice dean of
the Howard University taw School.

Serving as a mentor to such notables as
Thurgood Marshall, Houston made
Howard Law School a training ground for
African American lawyers. As the {irst
full-time paid special counsel to the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colorcd Peoplq he crafted the strates/
to end segregation, starting with graduate
education prograrns and building a record
of successful precedents based on inequal-
ity of education.

His fiNt victory resulted in the U.S.
Supreme Court ordering the University of Maryland Law
School to admit Donald Murray, an African American,

Che.ll Brcw HetuleBon

flith hi: sandsan, Cha es

because there were no law schools for blacks in the
state. Houston then argued a case that resulted in a
Supreme Court ruling that scholarships to out-of,stale
graduate schools did not constirule equal admission.

ln 1940, Houston successfully argued two cases
before rhe Supreme Coun involving racial discrimina-
tion in selecting railrcad bargaining agents. He was

appointed to the President's Fair Emplo,,rnent
Practices Committeg but resigned in protest
of Presidenl Iruman's refusal ro ban discrimi-
nation by the Capital Transit Authority.

Houston $on cases in which the Supreme
Court overtumed death sentences imposed by
juries fiom which Aftican Americans had
been excluded. He laid the groundwork for
subsequent victories by the NAACP baning
mcially restrictive covenants. Due to health
problems, Houston left the NAACP, but
remained a valued advisor to his successor,
Thurgood Marshall. Houston died in 1950.
Five Supreme Cout justices attended his

funeral. In 1958, Howard University honored Houston
by naming its new law school building in his honor.
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Brown v. Board
continued fom page I

T-l qual righ!s remained vinually unahainable. Across

I the country. numerous ca5es lvere laken to coun
,lJbet*een 1849 and 1949. ln lhe 5late of Kansas
alone, there were 11 school integation cases filed be-
tween 1881 and 1949. In response to th€se unsuccessfirl

attempts to ensure equal opportuniti€s for all children,
African American community leaderc and organizations
across the country stepped up efforts to change the
educational system.

The Nalional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People
(NAACP), founded in
1908, took a key role in
the move toward equal
educational opportu-
nity. Members were
involved at every level,
providing legal counsel,
and funding.

From the mid 1930s
to the present, the
NAACP provided
strateg/ and legal
expertisg using the
courts as a proving
ground to obtain full

Pholo above: Pa oflhe plainliffs legal lea in
Brovtn u. Boa (l to r): Charles Scotl, Jantes M.
Nabfi' Jh, Spotttwood ly. Robinson III, Fra k D.
Reeves, lack Grcenbetg, Thargood Marshdll, Louk
L. Redding, U. Sinpson Tate and George E.C. Hayes.

constitutional rights for Af.ican Americans. ln the 1940s

and 1950s, local NAACP leadeN spearheaded plans to
end the doctrine of "Separate but Bqual." Public schools

became the means to that end. Their local efforts would
ultimately change the course ofhistory.

The NAACP legal team devised a formula for success.

As they built their cases, the first requirement was that
they involve multiple plaintiffs. Along the final road to
the U.S. Supreme Court, five excellent cases were devel-

oped from the states of Delawarg Kansas, Virginia, South
Carolina and Washington, D.C. None of these cases

succeeded in the District Courts and all were appealed to
the U.S. Supreme Court. At thisjuncture, they were
combined and became kno'x[ jointly as Oliver L. Brov/n
et.al. ts the Boad af Educatian afTopeka (KS), et.al..

The high cowts decided to combine the cases because
each sought the same relief ftom segrcgated schools for
African Ameicans. [n the end, the circumstanc€s of the
plaintiffs left no question that ending segregation as a

historic practic€ would be the only viable outcome.

Charles Hamilton Houston argued most ofthe early
NAACP cases. He had been the Dean of Howard Law
School, a pr€stigious univeNity for African Americans.
He was teacher ard mentor for many civil ights lawyers

of that time including Thurgood Marshall. Houston died
in 1950, leaving Thurgood Marshall as lead strategist and

counsel for the school integEtion cases. Ma$hall took
these cases all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. On

May 17, 1954, 105 years

after the Robelrs cas€, the
U.S. Suprcme Court issued a
unanimous decision that
segregation violated the 14th
Amendment and was uncon-
stitutional. Thurgood
Marshall later became the
first Aliican American to
serve on the U.S. Supreme
Court.
lTlhe B'ov, decision

I ;nit;ateaeaucat;onal
I reform throughout the

United States and was a
catalyst in launching the
modem Civil Rights Mov€-

menL Bfinging about change in the years since Brottn
continues to be difficuli. B'rt the Brown \,. Board of
Educatiofi victory broug|'r Americans on€ slep closer to
true freedom and equal righfs. The combined cases were:

L Delaware - Belton v. Gebhart
(Bulah v. Gebhart)

Fi$t petitioned in 1951, these cases involved two black
schools: Howard High School in Wilmington and a one-

room elementary school in Hockessin. Many African
American students rode lhe bus nearly an hour to attend

Howard High School. The school was over-crowd€d,
localed in the industrial area oftown, and sorely lacking
in educational areas. Children attending the elem€ntary

school in Hockessin wanted equal transportation to their
one-room school. Relief for the initial requests for
improvement was denied, The two cases were combined,

both seeking integation because "the Negro schools were
inferior with respect to teacher training, pupil-teacher

ratio, cunicular and extra-curricular activities, physical
plant, and time and distance involved in travel." Their
unsuccessful challenge in U.S. District Court was ap-
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

I
.l

l
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In the fall of I 950 members of the Topeka, Kansas,
Chapler of the NAACP (National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Pmple) a$eed to again chal-
lenge the "separate but equal" doctrine gove.ning public
education. Chapter president, McKinley Bumett, con-
ceived the case strateg/. He was assisted by attomeys
Charles Scott, John Scott, Charles Bledsog Elisha Scott
and NAACP chapte. se€retary Lucinda Todd. For a
period oftwo yea$ prior to legal action Bumett had

attempted to persuade Topeka school officials to integrate
their schools. This lawsuit was a final attempt.

7-lilheir plan inrolved enlisling ltle suppofl ot fellow
I le,qcP members and personal ftiends as plaintifTs
I in what $ould be a class action suh filed against lhe

Board of Education
of Topeka Public
Schools. A group of
thirte€n parents

agreed to participate

on behalf of their
children (20 children).
Each plaintiff was to
watch the paper for
effollment dates and
take their child to the
school that was
nearest to their home.
Once they attempted
enaollment and were
denied, they were to
report back to the
NAACP. This would
provide the attomeys
with the documenta-
tion needed to Iile a
iawsuit against the
Topeka School Board.

4. South Carolina - Briggs v. Elliott

Twenty Afiican-Americans parents from Clarendon
County first filed a suit in I 95 I on behalf of their chil-
dren. With the help ofth€ NAACP, they sought to secure

better schools, equal to those provided for white children.

Charles Houston was a mentor
for many civil rights lawyers
i ncl ud i n g Thu rg ood Ma rsh al l,

The U.S. District Court found the black schools were

clearly inferior compared to white schools. Buildings
were no more than wooden shacks, transportalion and

educational provisions did not meet basic needs, and
terchers' salaries were less than those received in white

schools. Further, the

dered the defendants
to immediately
equalize the facili-
ties... [but the
children werel
denied admission to
the white schools
during the equaliza-
tion progam."
Their case was
appeal€d to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

5, virginia -
Davis v.
County

School Board
of Prince
Edward
County

Brown
2.

v, the
Kansas -
Board of Education

I

I

Morto Hieh Schoal students, WSikia, ia the I95As

I

I
3.

District of Columbia -
Bolling v. sharp

The petition in this case was on behalf of I 1 African-
American junior high youths who were refused admission
to all-white schools. TheA school was grossly unequal in
te.ms of physical condition, located in a rundown part of
the city, and lacking adequate educational materials. Led
by local activist Gardner Bishop, a suit was filed on behalf
of these students in I 95 1 . Unsuccessful in the lower
courts, their case was appealed to the U.S. Suprerne Coun.

One hundrcd and seventeen

African-American high school students chose to strike
rather than attend all black Morton High, which was in
need of physical repair. The students initially wanted a
new building with indoor plumbing to replace the old
school. Strike leader, Barbara Johns, enlisted the assis-
tance ofNAACP attomeys. A suit was filed in l95l on
behalf ofthe students- The U.S. District Cowt ordered
equal facilities be provided for the black students but
"denied the plaintiffs admission to the white schools
during the equalization program-" Attomeys for the
NAACP filed an appeal with the U.S. Supreme Court-
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ls the lnternet available at your school or public library?
Check out these sites:

tt*,ht airnitedu
Thurgood Mrrshdl (lq)8 - 1993)
Details the professional life of lhe fi$t African Amo.icaa Supreme
Court Justice with an imago aad a time-line.

Thurgood Marshall School oI Lre
Describes Environment l Justice Clinic in Houston, Texas,
offeri[g legal expertise to lot-income minority communlli€s.
w+1a. t h ar goo dmars h a IIce n'o. or g
The Thu.good Marshall Center
An innovative community prqiect in tlrc heart of Washington, DC
to rcstore a vaca{t historic budding.
ww* t h ur goo ilmars h aI I com
Thurgood Marshall: Amarican Revolutionrry
by Juan Williams
FiNt Black Supromo Court Justice and NAACP civil rights la*yer
to end sohool segregation. Intgrviews, sp€€ch€s and photo gallery.
*ww. t h ur g oo dmar s h aLfan d. or g
Thurgood Marshdl Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Fund established in 1987 to help shrdents attend one
of the 40 historically Black colleges and universiti€s.

Use a multis€arch engine (ny dogpile.con). Ifyou fnd a usefirl
site, be sure to click on "Add Booknarl" so you can retum to it.

Additional
Resources:
Richard Kluger
Simple Justice

L. Mpho Mabunda
The

African-American
Almanac

Edgar A. Toppin
A Biographical

History of Blacks in
America Since 1528

J. SalzxnarL D.Smith
and C. West

The Encyclopedia of
African-American

Culture and History

KN
The Story of Ruby Bridges
By Robert Coles Illustrated by George Ford

What image comos to your mind when you
thirk ofthe hrst black ohild to attend an all-
white elementary school?

You xe a young black girl being escorted
by fedgral marshals, as she hurries through an
argry mob of people who watrt to hurt Ruby
and keep her out of the all white sohool.

Day after day, Ruby faced the angry mob.
Day aftEr day, she got down to the blsiness of
learning in an empty classroom. Even though
aloqe, she was eager to leam. Sh€ didn't seem

nervous or anxious arld always had a smile on her
fac6. Ruby exhibited courage and faith beyond her
years, leaming how to read and fiite itr alr empty
classroorD, itr an empty building.

She stopped one day, right in tlo midst of lhe aryry
mob. The marshals tried to hurry her along, but she
would not move. What could sho be doing?

Read tlis inspirhg book and learn the answer. Ruby
Bridges is alr important part of our counhy's hisiory.
Sho is an oxample for all ofus. Rlby Bridges was tho
'!€ac€" in the midst of a storm!

The Damon J. Keith Law Collection of African-American Legal History
Initiated by Professor Emerihrs Edward J. Littlejohn at Wa),ne State Univercity, it is dedicabd to
re.ording the history of Afiian Anerican la*yers and judges. For more information, cdl313-5774024
or email aal l755Awa1ne.edu.
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Lesson Plan on School Segregation Before Brown
Measurable Objectives:
l. Students will use information on school segegation by
state to create a color-coded map ofthe United States.

2. Students will recognize trends in segregation and begin

to consider reasons for regional differences in segregation
practices.
3. Students will know if school segregation was Facticed
in their home state.

Materials Needed:
Copi€s of a map activity page for each student.
Colored pencils or ma.ke.s.

Teacher Preparation:
Map activity page for students with discussion questions.

Historical background for students.

Vocabulary:
required by law: actions thal are requircd to be done

because a law or laws make those actions mandatory.
prohibit€d by law: actions that are illegal because laws
have been enacted that specifically identify those actions
as being illegal.
pemitted by law: actions that are legal because they have
not been legally prohibited.

Instructions:
I - Give €ach student a copy of the map activity page that
lists the state names in four categori€s.
2. Determine a color code for each of the four catego.ies:

segregation required. segegation permitled in varying
degrees, segregation prohibito4 and no specific legislation
on segregation. Have students recotd those colot codes on

their papers.

3. Ilave students locate each state on the map and color
that state accordlng to its appropriat€ color code.

4. Have sludents answer the following questions.

Worksh€€t or Dscussion Questions:
1. What forms of segregation might have been allowed
under "Segregation permitted in varying degrees?"

2. What are the similarities between stat€s that allowed or
rcquired segregation and stat€s that prohibited it?
3. What was the status ofsegregation in 1950 in your
home state. Explore the history ofsegregation in the
states that surround where you live. How were they
similar? How were they differcnt?
4. What information su4,rised you about segregaion in
the United States irl 1950? Why?
5. What trends did you notic€ in the geogaphic distribu-
tion of states with segregalion legislation?

Segegation Required:
Alabarn4 Arkansas, Delawarq Dislrict of Columbi4
Florida, Georgi4 Kentucky, Louisian4 Maryland, Missis-
sippi, Missoud, North Carolin4 Oklahom4 South Caro-
lina,, Tennessee, Texas, Virgini4 and West Virginia.

S€gregation permitted in varying degrees:

Arizon4 K4nsas, New Mexico and Wyoming.

Segegation prohibited:
Colorado, Connecticut, ldaho, Illinois, lo a, Indiana,
Massachusetts, Michig,an, Minnesota, New Jersey, New
Yorlq Ohio, Pennsylvani4 Rhode Islan4 Washington and
wisconsin.

No Specific Legislation on Segregation:
Califomia Maine. Montan4 Nebrask4 Nevad4 New
Hampshire, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakot4 Utah
and Vermont.

Advanc€d Activities:
1. Study the laws ofyour state in 1950. Is segregation

mentiono4 and ifso, how? What specific laws mentioned
segegation and for what public areas?

2. Use census infomEtion to investigate the population
statistics for states in 1 870 (when the I 4th Amendment
was passed) and for the same states in 1950. Make a
graph compadng the total population (p€rcentage of
people identified as white, "color€d," or African Ameri-
can). How might these numbers have affected a state's

decision to ratiry the l4th amendment?
3. Select two states from above categod€s. What was the
economic base for those states in 1870? In 1950? How
might the economics of a state affect segregation laws.
4. What was the ralio of stal€s requidng or allowing
segregation comparcd to states Fohibiting it? What was

the ratio of states with segregation legislation compared to
states with no laws rcgarding segegation?
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fhe Marching
Toward Justice

Exhibit was
created by the

Keith Collection
at Wayne State

University to
inform the

public about
the importance

of the 14th
Amendment

and our
ongoing qUest
to realize the
high ideals of

the United
States

Declaration of
Independence.

This exhibit
illustrates our
country's past
Promotion of
justice and
equality while
condoning
enslavement and
oppression.
That African
Americans were
long denied due
Process and equal
Protection under
the law remains a
historical
dichotomy in a
country of
democratic ideals.
fuhtulpl'fueA?lwfuw

A Tribute to Thurgood Marshal
Exhibit Preview and Opening Reception

l{ay t7, zOOt
Kansas ludicial Center, Topeka, Kansas

Exhibit Dates:
May 17-28 at the Kansas Judicial Center, 3O1 W" loth

May 30 - June 30 at the Kansas History Center, 6425 SW 6th

For information on African, Eispanic, Asian, Native American
history, see past issues of the Brown Quarterly on our website at:

brownvboard.org

E-Mail:browdound@juno.com W6:http://brotrnvboard.org

to999str{odoJ. Z98t ro{ o a


