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/ t the qinnine design for the Vielnarn Vetemnr
Memoial. ln a national competi-
tion. Maya Lin s desig was
chosen from 1.420 entries. Many
ofthe entries came from famorB
prcfessionals, whereas Lin, a

Yale sfudent, created her design
as a course requirernent.

The Vietnam Veferans' Memo-
ial in washington. D.C. was one
of the most bitterly disputed
public monuments in American
history. Politicians criticized the
selection of Maya Lin's uncon-
ventional design - a starkly
simple slash of polished black
granite inscribed with the 57,661
names ofArnericans who died in
Vieham Pafrick .l Buchanan and
Rep. Heny Hyde (R-lll.) Ied the
fight, alleging that ajuror on the
selection committee was a

communist. Hyde also suggesled
a more hadirional memorial:
white instead of black, abore
ground rather than running with
tlre contoum ofthe land, and with a big flag at its apex.

Withstanding bitter attacks. Lin teadully defended her
design at public hearings in Washington. Dismissed by
opponents for being young, a woman and Asian American.
she held her ground with clarity and grace. The memorial
was saved by a glowing realization that Maya Lin's design
had unique and ifeplaceable qualities.

The memorial's 1982 dedication was a profound catharsis,
notjust for those who fought in Vietnam. but for the entire
county. Americans visit the site to grievc. to contemplate the
consequences of war. and to heal. At the base ofthe marble
panels are flowers, poems and other tokens left by velerans
and families. The monument has becorne the most visited
work of contemporary public art in the country, a place of
pilgimage and healing.

Lin's other works include the (-.iIil llights Mcnntial
n Alabama. lled.c (:hapcl at Pennsylvania's Junita
College- and Wonan \ T able at Yale University. Her

Grouftlttcll, is a permanent
installation created with 43
tons ofglass.

ln the 80s, the Southem
Poverty Law Center asked Lin
to draw plans for a civil rights
mernorial Researchers
compiled a list ofthose who
had been killed from May
17.1954 (rft)n,, decision) to
April 4, 1968 (Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. assassination).

Lin created a design meant
to encouage reflection. A
circular black granite table
chronicles the history of 40
crvil rights martyrs in lines
radiating like the hands ofa
clock. Water flows from the
center and cascades over the
black granite wall engraved
with the words "... untiljustice
rolls down like waters and
righteousness like a mighty

Lirl hoped the water would have a soothing effect, that
"the ability to see and touch tbe names glistening in the
water. and simultaneously to see one's own reflection,
would add to the sacredness ofthe site." Jusf blocks
from the first Confederate Wbite House, it is a stone's
throw fron the church where Dr. King sened as minis-
ter when he lcd the Montgomery bus boycott.

More than 6,000 people gathered fol the dedication in
1989. Family members reached through the thin veil of
water to touch the names ofloved ones engraved on the
men)orial. Fvery )edf. the memorial amacrs \r\rlor-
fiom around the world; the majority are school children.
Maya Lin has kept alive the dreams ofthose who died
for the Civil Rights Movement by inspiing those who
still dream ofa better rvorld.
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in a sweeping strategy by the National way of life.
Association for the Advancement of NAACP leaders and the school
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United States Supreme Court on May
17, 1954. Their cases were combined

Colored People
to end tbe era of
"sepante but
equal."

these petitioners?

women :rmong

we tLee4to recoqtlize tha
A chitlJehebtt of tt1ck dohen
it thz citil rilhtt ho1/ernetLt.

farm mortgages and credit. For
black parents, acceptance was a

principal had

c€ssful in
proposing a
new facility
to replace th€

and deterio-
rating Moton High. Afier months
of official inaction, Barbara rallied
support for what she beli€ved to be
the only course, a student strike.

Knowing that across town, white
students aft€nded a well-€quipped,
well-appointed high school had

them? We need to recognize the
achievements of black women in the
civif rights movement. Btovn 'r. 'l'he

Boad of Educalion is 
^nother 

example
ofour patriarchal view of history. In
thrce of the five cases represented by
Bro\rn, the pitcipal petitioners were
women from Dela-
ware, Virginia and
Kansas,

In VirSinia, the
NAACP filed a class
action suit in May of
1951 on behalf of 117

African American

"Some ol the boys in the vocational prcgmm visiled the shop
at the white school and ca,ne back telling us how nice lheit
whole school was...l remember thinking how unfah it was. I
thought about it a lot in bed that night, and I was still thinking
about it the nert day." Barbara Johns

students enrolled at segegated Moton
High School. For these students in
deteriorating buildings without access

to many academic options, social
activism became a matter ofsuryival.

Ente. Barbara Johns, ajunior at
Moton High School. Batbara was a
bright African American teen who read
about an America that seemed just
outside of her reach. Wlat she saw was
not available to her, solely because she
was Aliican American. Her school was
supposed to prcpare her for citizenship
and participation in the political and
economic life ofher country, but she
saw that white America was not
interested in her future. Her school was
an iladequate struchrre so overcrowed
tbat several tarpaper "shacks" stood
outside as overllow clas$ooms.

Barbam Johns was already a student
leader. Articulate and persuasive, she

become a discontent too large to contain. A student strike
organiz€d by Barbara Johns began in Ap;l of 1951.
Students assembled in the school auditorium to hear
Barbara speak. She asked the faculty to leave and told her
classmates that "lt was time that Negroes were treated
equally with whites, tirne that they had a decent high
school, time for the stud€nts themselves to do something
about it."

With her words of challenge, tie students l€ft the
building with instructions not to leave the school grounds.
Some canied signs asking for better faciliti€s. When the
strik€ was underway, Barbara Johns and Canie Stokes
sought legal counsel ftom the NAACP With the promis€
of action, the students agreed to retum to school. A
month later, the Nd{CP filed suit in federal court on
behalf of some of the students including the strike
leaders. Their case would travel all the way to the
Supreme Court.

./7 ,/7 /7
Iflo" voul.l like to lanv norc abofi BdrbaruJohhs dhd the Vjtgihio
cas.. t.o.l Boh Shnh s book. l hel Closed l hei Schools: Pince
ldnnl Co nry I'iryinia l95l-1961.publhhe.lih 1996.
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H l46,fun k+ O. J. w6"Lker '"t"'riffii.l,{,r0,
ne ofthe first American women
ofany race to become a
millionaire through her own

efforts was Sarah Breedlove Walker.
Bom in 1867. her parents, both ex-
slaves, were sharecroppers who lived
on a plantation in Louisiana. Or-
phaned at the age ofsix, she was
raised by her sister. Because ofher
impoverished background. she had
only a limited formal educatio . She

was maried at fourteen and had a

daughter, A'Lelja, in 1885. Wid-
owed at twenty, Sarah moved with
her daughter to St. Louis. For
eighteeo years- she supported helself
and her daughter by working as a

walker said she got the idea 1o

begin a cosmetics business in 1905

wheu she began to lose her hair. She

said that in a drearn- she received a
fomula for a unique hair treatment
for Negro women. At that time.
African American women who
wanted to de-kink their hair had to
plaoe it on a flat suface and press it
with an iron. walker invented a hair
softener and a special straightening
comb. She mixed her ointments ard
soaps using washtubs and kilchen
utensils, adapted existing lools and
techniques. and sold her products
door-to-door.

The elements of the "Walker
System" were a shampoo- a pomade
"hair-grower," vigorous brushing,
and the application of heated hair
combs. The method transformed
stubbom. lusterless hair into shining
smoolhness.

The Madame C. J. Walker Manu-
facturing Company enployed mostly
women who carried the treatments to
homes. Known as "Walker Agents,"
they became familiar figures
throughout the United States and the
Caribbean, making house calls with
black satchels containing prepara-

tions and tools to dress hair.
Sales ofthe hair grower and

sixteen other beauty products.
packaged in tin containers with the

ri :l
1n the edtry 1920s. Saruh Brcedb|e
(Walket) dcwlaped a hait treut tent.lit
h la c k vamen. De rkn tt rat o rs t ook he r
pro.l|.1s doorlo-tloot, wtkhlg her Ll

nilliandirc and one d the no\t tuccess

lul busi est crcuii|es ofhet !inc.

straighteners. " With her agents
conducting sales, she could concen-
trate on instruction methods and the
manufacture of her products.

After establishing a manufacturing
headquaters in Denver, Madame
Walker traveled extensively, giving
lectures and demonstrations of her
products in Negro homes. clubs. and
churches.

In 1910, she transferred operations
to new headquarters in lndianapolis.
where a planl was constructed to
serve as center ofthe walker enter-
prises. (See photo on page 4). By that
time. Walker had tumed over the
mail order business and training
coilege in Pi$sburgh to her daughter,
A'Leila Today the headquarters of
Walker Manufacturing Company is
in Tuskegee, Alabama.

The N'{adame C.J. Walker Manu-
facturilg Cornpany. of which Ma-
darne Walker was president and sole
owner, provided employment for
some 3,000 people - assistants,

agents, trainers. Beiore her death in
1919. Madame Walker had more
than 2,000 agents selling an ever-
expanding line of products and
demonstrating the "Walker System"
of tleating hair.

A generous donor to black chari-
ties- Walker encouraged ber agents to
suppon black philanthropic work.
She was the largesl donor in the
successful 1918 drive to purchase
and prcserve the home of Frederick
Douglass as a museum. She conti-
buted generously to the NAACP-
homes for the aged, the needy in
Indianapolis, and the local YMCA.
She funded scholarships for young
women at Tuskegee Institute and
contributed to Palmer Memorial
lnstitute, a private school for blacks in
North Carolina.

Beginning in 1913, Walker orga-
nized her agents into 'Walker Clubs,"
and gave cash prizes to the clubs
doing the most community philan-
thropic work. At the annoal conven-
fion of Walker agents, she always
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portrait oi Madame walket were
accompanied bv heaq/ advertising in
Negro newspapers and magazines and
frequent instructional tours. This made
Walkcr one ofthe best kno\\r Afiican
American women in the country in fhe
early 1920s. Her fame spread to
Europe, where the "Walker System"
coiffure of dancer Josephine Baker so

fascinated Parisians that a French
compa y prcduced a simjlar pomade.
"Baker-Fix."

After moving to Denver to expand
her business, she manied newspaper-
man. Charles J. Walker. She kept the
name even after business differences
ended the marriage. She added the
prefix Madame C. J. to challenge th€
practice of whites addressing Negros
by their first names only. She demon-
strated the "Walker System," attract-
ing not only clients for her products
but agent-operators. She called them
''h,rir cultrrrists" rarher than "hair



l,l*flwne o.J. wntker continueQ
rcwarded the most generous local
affiliate. Walker made genercus gifts
to educational institutions such as

Mary Mcleod Bethune's Da!'tona
Normal and lndustrial Institute for
Negro Girls. Walker even founded a
girl's academy in West A{iica and
bequeathed $t00,000 to it. She was
highly regarded by Mary Mcleod
Bethune as a business leader fol' girls
and women to emulate.

Walker required her agents to sign
contracts specii,ing the exclusive use
ofher products and methods, and
binding them to a hygienic regimen
which anticipated provisions of future
state cosmetology laws. She influ-
enced a revolution in the personal
habits and appearance ofmillions of
human beings in her iifetirne.

Madame Walker constantly made
headlines. both with her business ard
her social activities. Her possessions
were valued at a million dollars and
included extensive real estate. When
sh€ moved to New York in 1916- she
built a $90.000 limestone townhouse
After Walker's death, her daughter
A'Lelia, presided ov€r a salon there,
where tal€nted Nego authors, musi-
cians. and artists met influential wfiite
intellectuals. A "Who's Who" of
African American history entered her
doors. ln attendance were publishers,
critics, and potential patrons who
helped to stimulate the "Ha em
Renaissance" ofthe arts in the 1920s .

In 1917, Madame Walker built an
Italianate neo-Palladian-style country
home designed by the first registered
black architect- Vertner woodson.
Walker fumished the mansion with a
24-carat gold-plated piano and
phonograph, a $15,000 pipe organ
that gently awoke house guests,

Hepplewhite fumiture, Persian rugs,
many huge oil paintings, and two
lapanese prayer trees imported at a
cost of more than $i0.000.

Wamed by physicians that her
hlpertension required a reduction of
her activities. Madame Walker
nevertheless continued her busy
schedule. She died in l9l9 ar her

estate. Despite her impoverished
beginnings. Madame Walker achieved
notable business success. Several
generations of the Walker family
continue the business she established.

lncluded in Madame C.J. Walker's
will was a provision that women
would always head the company she
founded- Two-thirds of the company
stock was owned by five Negro
tustees named by Madame Walker for
the benefit ofcertain charities. To raise
money during the depression. the
NdA.CP sold Villa Lewaro in 1932 to
a fratemal organization. h 1950, the
buildiry housed the Annie Potts Home
for the Aged. hr 1976, Villa Lewaro
was iisted on dre Nafionai Register of
Historic Places. Today, A'Le1ia Perry
Bundles, a producer for"'ABC World
News To ighf and great-grcat-$and-
daughter of Madame C.J. Walker, has
initiated a movement to restore tlie
home as a museum. Among the other
properties left by the entrepreneur is a
five-story million dollar plant in
Indianapolis, The Madame C.J.
Walker Manufacturing Company
Building. The block-square building
houses a Creek-style theater, lunch-
room, drugstore, beauty pa or, and
private offices.
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The Brown Qlartedy

No, tlou hre Not
Seeina Double!)'
There are two women

featur€d in this issue with
the last naone oI wr'elkzr .

M^'4L^E O.J. \vwlker
wes the first woman millionaire
entrepreneur in the United
S$tes. Her company head-
quarters in lndianapolb (see
photo below) features music,
dance, poetry, therter and other
cultural events, For more in{or-
mation. contact:
Madame Walk€r Theatre Ctr.
617 lndians Ave.
lndianapolis IN 46202-3173
Phone;317-236-2099
E-mail: mmewalk€r@aol.com

lYlnqqie Lenn w ntker
was tfi6 firsl woman bank
presid€nt in the United Stat€s.
H€r hom€ in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, h:ls been preserved as t
National Historic Site, open
from 9-5 W€dn$day through
Sunday, €xcept some holidays.
Admission is free, but reserva-
tions sre required for group
tours, For information, contact:
Maggie L. Walker
National Historic Sit€
J2l5 East Broad Street
Richmond VA 23223
Phone: 804-771-2808
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,il t aggie Lena Wal(er was hood, she was active in the Old First she became the fught Wothy Grand

flr{ bom *rrh three significant Baptist Church, participating in the Secretary Treasurer'

.,i/ t ! strikes against her. She was Thursday Sunday School meetings. When Maggie became fieasurer'

6orn black, fernale and poor Rather As a result ofthis i volvemenf, she the organization was in financial
than succumb to th€se disadvantages, met her future husband, Armstead trouble The treasury contained $31

she overcame all obstacles to be- Walker, a young contractor. Through and that was balanced against a

come a key figure of her era as the her faith, Maggie became involved in number of unpaid bills There were

United States' first woman bank the organization which would provide only about 1,000 members. Under

founder and presidenf. Throughout the framework for her life's work. At her steady hand, the organization's

her adult life, she used her economic the age of 14, she joined the lndepen- finances prospered By increasing

and social position to fight for dent Order of St. Luke. memberships, opening a department

and her younger brother. Showing a Th.e. 7|'aeeie Lenr wntk-er fauilu Firsr. the bank helped the Order

responsrbilrry berond her rears. I) t / Ealherand slore firnds from rls

Maggie quic'klt 6..orrr" "n..t,tt"nt 
ln 1836. she married Amstead-She exparding operations. Second, it

to hli mother,ielping both in her stopped teaching to devote herselffull- aided the black cornmunity by

morher's laundry iusless and in time to her newfamily' However. she providing mortgages for home

raisinq her,"oun er brorher. r'vas a woman ofboundless energy. She ownership. The result of hei efforts

The"strenuth oiher convictions became increasingly involved with the was the St. Luke's Penny Thrift
could also b"e seen at an early age. I O S L The Order was-basically an - Saving Bank. The bank still exists

She was educatecl in rhe seeresated rnsurance conpany for blacks staned today, now called the Consolidated

Rrchmond public Schoots.-Uplon rn 1867 to help the sick and bury the Bank and Trust Company. As with
uraduation. the vrhite srudenti *ere dead in the posl-Cjvil War South. The the newspaper, Maggie Walker did
io receive their drplomas rn a theater broader goals included self_help and notjust aid in the creation ofthe
anrl the black students were to racial solidariry - ideas which inter- bank, she sewed as the president of
receive their diplomas rn a church. ested Maggie Walker' the Bank until 1932, when poor

The black studenrs stronclv nro- She rapidly rose through the ranks of health forced her to take a less activ€

Frred tn rhe end th" H""t .n,a"nt. the LO.S.L, first being etected Secre- role. At that tjme, she became

were conferred their degrees in th€ tary ofthe Good ldea Council She Chaiman of the Board.

school aualitoium. - was then named Grand Sentinel. ln ln 1907, she convinced the Order

Religion would also be a crucial 1890.1he Magdelena Council was re_ to open a store. After two years of
pa|l oaher life. Duringherchild- named in her honor. Finally' in 1899' OottitueQoobnck coler

greatereducationa1opportunities,fofrostoreandcreatingaban1!the
blackpride,andforwomen,sights'Ew,wordeI.streasurybecameworthin
Maggiewalke.wasbomonJulylG!ifflLexcessof$3miIlionbyl924'

15. 1867. Her early years were spent llELS. ryltf Her work forthe order was nor all

in the Van Lew Mansion in tuch- lIU,lD: jFLg financial. She feh the need for a

mond, Virginia, where her molher, a IlIlrR,lt[I newspaper to discuss community

formerslave.workedasacook'sNconcemsandtoincreaseconmuni.
he|pef'MissVanLewhadbeenanE-cationbetweenthecommunityand
ardentabo1itionistandherseNantsE-theorder'lnl902'sheesiabiished
notonlyhadanexceptiona'lygoodE-,|'heSt'I'ukcHenld'Thepapefwas
education,butunusualencourage-FrrE3regularlyinthecenteIofcontro-
ments to enterprise as well. It was T|SF EllJI versy. The filst issue espoused loliy
here that Maggie began to leam the D e -1fl{ | ideals and came out foursquare

value of an education. x. |rc. I against injustice, mob law, Jim Crow
when Maggie was still a child, her f\|1f I laws, the curtailrnent of public

parenrs re-locared rhe family to Eq-iI school privileges and laws that

downtownfuchmond.seekingnew;3Til,4Rconstrictedtherolesofblacksin
oppottunities. Not long after, she Billll[{Wp-\1\\l1l Virsinia politics. She remained

faced her first tragedy. Her father Sffilli( IUig editor for 30 yeals.

was killed, the apparent victim of mhfiii- 

-f 

she is best known as the first black

robbery and murder. His death left m*iJ-L female pr€sident of the bank wlich
her mother to care for both Maggie reii:i:,.-L she convinced the I O S L to open
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F' Elten ochon - first hispanic woman astronaut
Born in 1958 in Califomia,

Ellen Ocho4 NASA astronaut,
conside$ La Mesa to be her
hometown. As a doctoral
student at Stanford. and later
as a researcher at Sandia
National Labontories and
NASA Ames Research Center,
D.. Ochoa investigated optical
systems for perlorming
information processing. She is
co-inventor on three patents
for optical inspection systems.
As Chief of the Intelligent
Systems Technology Branch at
funes, she supervised 35
engineers and scientists in the
research and development of
computational systems for
aerospace missions.

Dr. Ochoa became a NASA
astronaut in July of 1991. Her

technical assignrnents to date includ€
flight software verification, flight
software and computer hardware
development, robotics development,
testing, and training, and directing
crew involvemenf in the development
and operation ofthe Space Station. A
veteran oftwo space flights, Dr-
Ochoa has logged over 484 hours in
space. She cu[ently serves as a
spacecraft communicator
(CAPCOM) in Mission Control.

Du;ng a g-day missjon in 1993,
Dr- Ochoa flew as a Mission Special-
ist with the Discovery crcw conduct-
ing atmospheric and solar studies in
order to better urderstand the effect
ofsolar activity on the Eaith's
climate and environment. Dr. Ochoa
used the RMs to deploy and capture
the Spartan satellite, which studied
the solar corona.

Dr. Ochoa was Payload Com-
mander on the ATLAS-3 in 1994- one
ofa series of Spacelab flights to study
the Sun duing an I l-year solar cycle,
observing how changes in the sun's
iffadiance affect the Earth's climate
and envirorunent. Dr. Ochoa again
used the RMS to retrieve the research
satellite after its 8-day ftee flight

NASA
asttonaut
Ellen
Ochoa is
a classical
flutist, a
private
pilot, and
enjoys
volleyball
and

cli

Susan LaFlesche's
Omahg nam€, Inst,
Theumba, m€ans Bright
Eyes. Sh€ was daughter
of lron Eyes, a chief of
th€ Omrhr Nrtion.

Susan LaFlescbe was educated at
the Hampton lnstitute and the
Women's Medical College in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was
one ofthe first Native American
women physicians in the United
States.

Following graduation, she worked
as a physicia on the Omaia reser-
vation. There she heated large
nunbers ofcases of cholera, dysen-
tery, influenz4 tuberculosis and
insect bom diseases not typically
found in the rest ofthe country.

She became a social activist and
often lectured about the conditions

on Native American r€senr'ations. She
especially spoke out against lhe
General Allotment Act which ailowed
la[ds to be talen from Native Amei-
cans and transfefied to others.

As a physician, she successfully
combined "modem" medical practice
with Native American healing pmc-
tice and formed a new branch of
medicine, one which provides ser-
vices in a culturally acceptable
manner. Her methodology is still used
in providing medical se.vices to
ethnic populations around the world.
Susan LaFlescbe died in l90i at the
age of49.

E Suswn LwTleclve . first native american physician

ls the lnternet available at your school or public library?
H€r€ are some sit€s that may h€lp you get started finding in{ormation on ahe Internet:

.A "Women's History Quiz'L at http://w\,!'w.nwhp.org/ (National Women's History Project)

.A school space-chat with Dr. Illl€n Ochoa - at http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/school 97l

.A bibliography of Latino Children's Literatur€ - at http//latino.sscnet.ucla.edu/ (Education K-12)

.Excerpts fiom Ah Indian Teachet Afiong Intlinfts (1900) - 
^t 

htlp/letext.lib.virginia.edu./subjects/natenr,/
.For sit€s about other famous womeq use any se ch mode and 5pe in the narne.

All of the information on this page, including the above ,tml sites, can be found on the Intemet by using any
search mode (Try Infoseek or Yahool) and ty?ing in such categories as: Women's History, or Native American
History, or Women Achievers. Ifyou find something you might like to use, be sure to
click on "A<ld Bookmark," so you can easily find thi iame pLce again. /7 /7 /7
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Teachers Talk
s a science teacher in a
hiddle school setting I
besan to collect information

about women in the fields of science
and math in order to pres€nt female
rol€ models to my students- Because I
had been an elementary t€ach€r, I was
familiar with some of the short
biographies present in reading text-
books. I also remembered feature
arlicles at the ends of chapteN in
social studies and science books. The
challenge was to locate sources of
new information that were affordable
on a school budget.

At a r€gional science convention in
Atlanta, I attended a session entitled
"Grls to Scientists." The presenters
were Cherry BreMon, Georgia
Southem University, and Elizabeth
Hays, Barry UniveNity. It was in this

session that I leamed about the
National Women's History Project.
This organization's catalog contains
books, videos, poster s€ts, and other
clas$oom resoufces about women.
I've purchased several books and
poster sets from th€m (listed at the
end of this article).

I joined a small comrnittee inter-
ested in gender equity. Meeting once
a month with two other teachers, a
social worker, and the director ofthe
Multicultural Task for USD 501 in
Topeka, we discussed common issues
of sexual hamssment and sexual
st€reoo?ing in classrooms. It was
through lhis goup lhat I leamed abotlt
the Center for Equity and Cultural
Diversity. Their publications are

serious papers, widl thoughtflovok-
ing articles on topics such as self-

esteem, gender and ability.
Our media specialist, Sondra

Lovelace-Rankin. located books for
our school library. Some were
collective biographies, with stories
shoft enough to be read to classes in a
few minutes' time. Some were wholly
about women; othen were not. Many
contained stories about women whose
names were familiar, but presented

additional infomation about their
backgrounds or work history.

The National Science Teachers
Association published a book in 1982
entitled COMETS. career oriented
modules to explore toli_, i science.
I received a copy when 1 participated
in a space education class at the
Univercity of Kansas. The book was
funded through a grart from the TRW
foundation and KU. It is dividcd into
three sections: physical science, life
science and math. Each section has

three topics to explore, plus relalcd
careers and biographical infonnation
about women in those fields-

A growing amount of material is
available on wornen in tie fields of
science and mathematics. Search it
out. Share it with students you know.

Cheryl White
Robinson Middle School
Topeka, Kansas
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Sources:
Camp, Cdolc Afl, Aneric"n Astronomers-

Springfield. NJ: Enslow PDblisheB, Inc. 1996.

Cooney, MiriaJr P, Celebrating Women in
Mathematics and Science, The Nall Council

ofTeacheB of Mathmatics 1996

Flansburg, Smdra, Building Sell N$rton,
MA: WEEA Publishing Clr, 1995.

Hanson, Kalherine. G€nderedViolence-
Ne\ton, MAr WEEA Publishing Clr. 1995.

JohEoL Rcbccca L, Braving the Frozen

F.ontier Lmcr Publications Co 1997
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Anllie w *tker - Oontinuelftow y nle f
hard wo*, she acquired the necessary
property for St. Luke's Emporium.
The store stayed open despite count-
lcss obsttuctions, including the
creation ofa white retailers' associa-
tion, legislation to create commissions
aimed at crippling black enterpdse,
lreing forced to pay cash for wholesale
goods, and constant vicious harass-
ment. The banl, newspaper and
emporium were important also,
because they provided employment
for community members.

ln the ea y 1900s, more than halfof
the white collar. non-teaching black
women i Richmond worked for
Maggie Walker. Her good works were
not limited to I.O.S.L. She aided in
establishing a Community House in

Richmond She also assisted the
Piedmont Tuberculosis Sanitariuln
for Negroes. Founder ofthe Council
of Colored Women and co-foundel
of the Richmond NAACP. she

served on the board ofthe National
NAACP, Colored Womer's Clubs,
National Urban League, and the
Virgiria Intenacial Committee. She
was a trustee for Virginia Union
Universily.

Despite her consuming passion for
charity and public service. Maggie
Walker still managed to have a full
personal life She had two sons.
Russell and Melvin. and another son
who died in infancy. In 1905, the
family moved into a two story house
which was eventually expanded to

The Brown Quaftedy

include 22 rooms and housed her
entire extended family.

ln l9l5- Armstead died as a resull
ofa serious accident, in which Russell
mistook his father for a prowlel and
killed him. Russell was eventually
acquitted, but the catastrophe weighed
heavily on him and he died ir 1922
ln 1907, lvlaggie Walker fell on her
front steps. The iniury was both
painful and debililating. making her
continued contributions all the more
impressive. On December 15, 1934.
at the age of68, Maggie Lena Walker
died. However, her legacy ofservice
and enterprise continues, both through
her bank and through the countless
people she touched and inspired.

,/7 ,a7 "/7

A National
Symposium

Desegregating the American Mind: May 17-19,
1998lssues for Educating 21st Century Kids

F numada Inn Cont'ention Centet,6th & Jeffercon, Topeka, Ka sas

F- Sharon Robinson - Aurhor of Stca[tn!: Hone, a Clarence Cole - Executive Director, School
,A 5 biogaphy ofher lengendary father. Jackie Robinson. Administration Association. Kansas City, Missouri
To
, , ' Robert L Williams, Ph.D - \lashington University D€boreh Dandridge - Field Archivist for the

] E authol of /:brak!. Ih! lanqtn* 'l Bla.k l.inkx. Kansas Coll€ction at the Unive6ity ofKansas.R4
E !a Michael Morg^n - Co-edltor of Healing Ra.isr,: Eric Love, Ph.D - Assistant Professor of History
n | |'lJraru'n'' /(,/t, l\lulTa) Srate Universiry, Kentucky. at the University ofKansas.UE

[ ;".". Uo.ton, Ph.D - Professor of History and William Tuttle, Ph.D - author, /aace tliot:('.hicago
6 American Studies at Ceorte Washington University. in the Red Sttnlhtet ol 1919, University ofKansas.;-

Tbis sympos;um. co sponsored by the B,?lrr r 8@.7/d NatknalHi:;kxic Site. \\till begin at 2100 p m Sunday, with
regisrration, a lour. a banquet and hospiialily Sessions on Monday and Tuesday 11 begin at 8130 a m lor agenda and

r€gislration information, wrhe the Brown loundation, P.O. Box 4862, Topcka KS, 66604 or call 785-235-3939.
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